BRIDGE
\&?9“5 o

% Newyddion Heronsbridg
Tymor yr Haf 5 2024 o X

ECaucCl) hE CA

UNICEF UK Gold: Rights Respecting School!

Congratulations to all pupils, staff, parents, governors and the wider commur
for all your contributions and dedication which has enabled us to retain our G @ Rights
standard for Rights respecting schools. The assessor who came to visit was @% Respecting
impressed by the pupils he spoke to and their knowledge of their rights. He nc Schools
that through the continued commitment by the whole school to place the Unit
Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) at the heart of policy a

practice, childrends rights are un|Cef€L@
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Primary

This term the Primary Department have enjoyed getting outside in
the fresh air discovering the wonders of the world! To begin our new
topic, we did lots of work with seeds growing both flowers and foods
that we can eventually taste. Lots of classes have also been learning
about bees and how they make yummy honey for us to eat! As part
of our sensory story we pretended that we were bees sucking up the

pollen (squash) with a straw!

We had a special visit from Image Theatre Grougdter learning a
few songs and scenes, some pupils joined in putting on a show for the
peers!

Primary

Now the sun is at last starting to shine, Class 4 have been enjoyjng
using our beautiful orchard f|or
are encouraged to use all of the five senses to explore different ittms
linked to the to topic of o6World
classes enjoyed going on a minibeast Ruldoking carefully in their
magnifying glass to see what they could find!

Our new starter parents also came to visit to see all the wonderful
things we de we look forward to meeting our new pupils during our
transition fortnight next half term.




Sustainable Secondary!

As the laws are changing, us as a school have adapted our ways
adhere to these rules. Secondary school have made a great star
the new recycling regime and it looks like they are enjoying it toc

Being able to recycle not only benefits the environment but also h
us to learn how we can look after our world.
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Overall, integrating recycling into school curricula and operations not

only benefits the environment but also instils lifelong habits of
sustainability and responsible citizenship in our pupils.

Sustainability Sam will be proud!

Coming to a theatre near you..

Classes 11, 12, 13 and TS <con
Present for Peter Pand with pert
gaining confidence and itds r e
using props and wearing their costumes during rehearsals. The pupil
due to perform the show in Brid
June next month and we wish them lotsof liicka c t ual | vy,

The Secondary department was lucky enough to watch the college
students perform the same show this term. It was a great experiencg
see it live in action and also see some old faces from HeronsBridgk

done to all involved!

Centre for Autism

Wedve had some budding investigat
our topic 6A World of Discovery?od.
Wedve popped on our | ab coats, o

fabulous experiments. This has included using our pipettes to add some ¢
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to cotton wool to explore whether we could make some coloured rain. We glso
used these to explore Primary colours and investigate what colours we could

mix to make new colours.

We met some of our new starters parents who came to visit and get a taster of

some of the wonderful things we do, we look forward taeeting some of ouf

new pupils over the next half term!

Centre for Autism

The lovely summer weather has finally arrived and that has meant w
can take even more of our learning outside for some weekly Forest Sd
sessions. We love to explore the wonderful environment we are lucky
have at the school and take part in some sessions in our amazing
Lodge. This term as part of our topic we have been exploring our naty
environment having first hand experiences of our natural world and
starting to know the places that are familiar to us. We have been on
colour hunts, sorting colours and shades of leaves and flowers, jigsaw
and made flower potions. Taking care and being aware of our wonder
natural environments certainly helps us to be Sustainable Sam's!




Leavers
This term a group of Leavers students had the fantastic opportunity

experience. The students listened to a talk about the day to day
running of the business before trialling a shift at Subway, Starbucks

of visiting Welcome Break at Sarn Park Services for work

and WHSmith.
Af terwards, one Thefstafbwere frieridhah@d n t
really good at explaining what their jobs were like. We all had a
great day. o0
Our Leavers and Key Stage Four students and staff have worked[™
tirelessly to set up our new Recycle Shop.
We will be selling clothes, shoes, accessorises and jewellery that have
donated by staff and parents. W ay

al so

This new project gives our students new opportunities and learning ab
sustainability, retail and customer services skills.

Wy v & mdntedadcount. The items that are donated that w
cannot sell will go in our clothing bank and the school are credited mor
per kilo.

Psychology Students

A good bye and a massive thank you to our psychology student
Catrin and Ivy. They have spent this year volunteering at
Heronsbridge school as part of their psychology degree at Card
University. lvy and Catrin work as part of the Pupil Support tea
planning and delivering sessions with small groups of pupils supparting
them with developing friendships, social skills and relaxation, as yvell
as learning the ropes in class. Their dedication and enthusiasm fgr the

(2]

Friends of Heronsbridge

A big thank you to the Friends of
Heronsbridge for sponsoring some
amazing events for our pupils,
enabling them to access a range of
activities and opportunities. This has
included a cinema experience at

Heronsbridge, soft play sessions, train ride

animal encounters and equine therapy.
Follow the Friends of Heronsbridge
Facebook page for upcoming events




Family Matters

drent Drop In .
b b Scan the QR code to find out more
Every T 9.30am—11.00 . . .
very Tuesday C%Yﬁ\w am am about improving your wellbeing .
| .
The SHINE team works with schoolf,
following dates: partners and stakeholders to embeq
TUESDAY 4th JUNE—LIais—your veice in health and secial care (10.00am-12.00pm) a whole school approac h to
TUESDAY 11TH JUNE—Wills and Trusts— Thomas & Thomds Solicitors advice on Wills and Trusts emotlonal and me ntal health . S H I N E
TUESDAY 18TH JUNE—Bridgend Resource Centre—1Info about Bridgend Day Cenfre .
offer support, training and

TUESDAY Z5TH JUNE—AP Cymru—Providing experiences, events and services. Celebrating

Neurodwersity psycheeducation for school staff and

TUESDAY ZND WLY—ReCalm Relax—faster freatments and self care techniques
@DA\‘ 9TH JULY—Ty Hatan— Helping famiies with children with additional needs / s % e
Parent Training m E

st

We have some crganisaticns that weuldleve to drop in and have a chat on the

E T
Have you signed up for the
Creative Education

o
?
We're pleased fo let you know that fellowing on from requests . We bSIte H
made from our parent questionnaire sent cut at the beginning of You'll have
access to over On Dencnd

the year that the following parent Training Workshops will be
running this term!

" 3
- 100+ courses (©)f memie
urd I've Webinar

webinars! ) Replays

Friday 17th May 10:30-11:30— At tention Autism

Friday 7th June 1030-11:30—Relationship Based Play Check out the SChOO| Website b!
Friday 14th June 1030-1130—Massage In Schools . .
Programme scanning the QR code above for f::?gtnhfﬁﬁrﬁﬁ:i
Foillyy £308 Duns MAO500-— Fhuer Vo guidance and resources to health L el lieR
The tramning will be offered on a first come first serve basis. To . . B
book your plce pledse email and wellbeing on the Families T
Ty and Pupils section
reb WQWITWMCY'“':‘
Keeping learners safe Dates for the Diary
AbbﬁNd/‘\NCﬁ May/Mai
@ Inset Dayi 24/05
Attendance to date Half Termii 27/0531/05

88.3%

Summer termTop attenders

June/Mehefin

Parents Evening/Cream

1. A7 96.9% teaf 26/06

2. C1 95.2% Sports Daji 28/06

3. C10 94.3% Out of school hours contact information July/Gorffennaf
If your child is unable to attend Emergency duty team (01443) 743665 Meet the Teachefs04/07
e pessephane e e o = e 61658154201 06027001 | | vt s.mmer s
first day of absence and each 81543 Email: earlyhelp@bridgend.gov.uk RO 10/07

morning thereafter (unfortunately Information, Advice and Assistance team
we are unable to accept messages | (IAA): (01656) 642320
from the taxi escorts). INSET Daiy 22/07

Last day and disc 19/07
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Mental Health Matters

We were delighted to receive confirmation, that
following accreditation Heronsbridge School has been awarded the
Carnegie Centre of Excellence foMental Health in Schools
0 S c Mental Health A w a rodGdld Status. This is the first time we have
applied for the award and due to the dedication of our staff over many years

were able to submit compelling evidence of the many different initiatives,

strategies and practices the school has to offer to support not only pupil but
staff mental health. We are thrilled and thank everyone who works tirelessly to
ensure we are all as mentally fit as we can be.

v

Primary

—J

This term we celebrated our first MOVE graduateJoshua Christia
Over the year he has been working hard on his targets to becomg¢ an
independent walker. He can now even walk up stairs all by himdelf!
The whole school joined in with a special MOVE walk around|the
school grounds led by Mr Evans and Josh carrying his very| own
Olympic torch. There are another 9 pupils on the MOVE programme
across the school so we look forward to our next graduation!

Primary

We have had fun this half term discovering bubbles and balloons gnd
puddles and rainbows! Luckily the weather has been so awful therg
were lots of puddles around for us to stomp in.

We have all enjoyed our Moving on Fortnight where we have taken

part in lots of fun and exciting events with our peers. We kickstarted
the week by moving to our classes for September and building new
relationships with peers and staff. It has been a lot of fun




day. We

and ment al hea

Secondary

What a magnificent day we all had during our annual whole school sports

had some amazing rendi

Usain Bolt and Chantal Petitclerc!

As sports day plays a crucial part in promoting holistic development, physical
I th
opportunity to take part.

We had lots of fun in our sensory tent, throwing bean bags and running
through hoops.

Thank you to all our family and friends who flicked off their shoes, strapped
themselves in and took part.

for our student s,

Oh Lord!

lovely Matt Lucas!

certificates and medals.
The weather was lovely, not too ho

o1 have all mypef a (ChLoadrindeed) d

A few lucky pupils travelled to the home of cricket for a fun filled day and met the

They played table cricket, worked as a team and came away with some amazin

t

nj

6The Lorddbs Taverners charity walgs
cricket enthusiasts. They aim to give children, particularly those with spe§l.
needs, a O0sporting chanceb, by p
equi pment, specially adapted whedy

Centre for Autism

What a year for our Primary CFA department. This term we have
enjoyed our ©O6Getting to Know |you
pupils that wi |
meet you! It has also been a fabulous opportunity for our pupils
moving classes to meet their new teachers and peers. Well done all we
are so proud of you. Some of the Primary classes enjoyed a visit to
Bridgend Miniature Railway this term as well. Its lovely to enjoy some
of the wonderful provisions we have in our local community. Thanks
to the Friends of Heronsbridge for funding this trip for us!

I be starting |wi

Centre for Autism

We have had a fun packed term with lots of learning opportuniti

taking ©place, wedve barely had

enjoyed our lovely Friendship Festival. There was lots of diffg
events taking place where we had the opportunity to shg
experiences with all our peers throughout the whole school. We
lots of experiences including a visit from the Reptile Centre. T
were snakes, lizards, insects and pythons!

Whole school events often involve a lot of change but we are s
proud of our students for taking everything in their stride and us
their positive strategies to navigate through all the changes!

t h



Leavers
For the first time in Heronsbridgdge
Leavers students have completed|th
award. This is a fantastic oppoftu
their confidence, resilience and t
hard to prepare for their practise
undertook three days of wal king]|an
each. They worked as a team to pl
kit bags. The expeditions were ¢ha
determination and supported eacl o]
successful An amazi ngda cihavernvle mg¢ nt

Leavers

Iltds the time of year when we (

embark on the next stage of their life journeys. They have all had a
fantastic year taking part in activities to prepare them for their
transitions to Bridgend College and day centre provisions. Everyone
enjoyed the recent RoA ceremony where we had the chance to say
goodbye and dance the night away!

oWwe gave you wings, and
Pupil Voice
The school council had an important meeting with Improvement Cymru
in June, who came to talk to the

National Vision on supporting infants, children and young people with
learning disability. The students gave some insightful opinions on wh
they wanted and needed. This is being launched in the Senedd early
2025 where they will be invited to speak. Exciting times ahead!

Our last meeting was an important working lunch which was attende
by PC Matt, who spoke to the students about keeping safe during th

summer holidays as well as fielding some very interesting and wide

ranging questions about his job as a police officer. The things you learn!

The school council have worked extremely hard this year and we ar

School fete

Thank you to all those staff who gave up their Saturday to eng
that the fete and football tournament was a huge success. We
lots of new activities and guests and it was wonderful seein
many older pupils returning
been so bad! A big thank you to the Friends of Heronsbridge,
not only sponsor the fete but also give up their time to run som
the stalls. We truly appreciate all that you do for the pupils in

schoolDiolch yn fawr iawn
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